Promoting Learner Autonomy Through Mentoring

Embedding, Enhancing and Integrating Employability
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Promoting Learner Autonomy
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Hans Sheffield Hallam University has a good reputation for effective support of students with
ISl Asperger's Syndrome (AS). Practical and social aspects of University life; and generalising . "\ Al PR o model of
learning across contexts often present people with Asperger's Syndrome with the greatest -~::~\tu]rlth¢ R (isability
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challenges. (Beardon & Edmonds, 2007; Madriaga et al. 2008; Martin, 2008). The specifics of - . ;) oo o EETEEEEES
what makes a mentor-mentee relationship effective as a way of developing learner autonomy [ll== 1 i~ EECHEE

is under researched, particularly in relation to the requirements of students with Asperger Student led
support
Syndrome.
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Aims & Objectives:

- This project will work with both students and mentors to establish what effective support

strategies look like; to develop practical resources; and to devise a training protocol to enable

mentors to facilitate developing learner autonomy. , __eliable
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Progress to date: successes and challenges ol
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: . Mentors have been effectively matched to students and appropriate initial training
Eemper s successfully delivered. utistic Speciru isorder
o . An ongoing literature review is being conducted: there is a paucity of material which
Wi Dy details the experience of mentors working with individuals with AS in co-developing e %& %
e appropriate student-led, bespoke support strategies & resource material. e I
. Mentor documentation has been developed and piloted. I
. Extensive feedback on praxis is currently being collated through mentor group
discussions and individual interviews, as part of ongoing staff development and
professional reflective practice.
Pe O . Understandable difficulties in engaging students with AS are being addressed through iati isor der
consultation with individuals, and participants are being identified and recruited to the
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e 5 Next stage & future plans:

. Trial & evaluation of student planner by mentor-student pairings.
. Use of resource material for mentoring students with other disabilities (as well as those )
with AS ) in keeping with the wider research interests of both the Autism Centre and the : Gyl plceel bidinge
Disabled Student Support Portfolio (DSSP) at SHU. Timetablo or
. Dissemination of findings at national conferences and in relevant academic journals room changes
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Contact: Nicola Martin n.martin@shu.ac.uk (0114) 2254576
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